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Discussion with the 
idolaters 

52-57 
Behold! he said to his 
father and his people, 
"What are these images, 
to which ye are (so 
assiduously) devoted?" 
 
They said, "We found our 
fathers worshipping 
them." 
 
He said, "Indeed ye have 
been in manifest error - ye 
and your fathers." 
 
They said, "Have you 
brought us the Truth, or 
are you one of those who 
jest?" 
 
He said, "Nay, your Lord 
is the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth, He Who 
created them (from 
nothing): and I am a 
witness to this (Truth). 
 
"And by Allah, I have a 
plan for your idols - after 
ye go away and turn your 
backs".. 
 

70-77 
Behold, he said to his 
father and his people: 
"What worship ye?" 
  
They said: "We worship 
idols, and we remain 
constantly in attendance 
on them." 
  
He said: "Do they listen to 
you when ye call (on 
them)?" 
  
"Or do you good or 
harm?" 
  
They said: "Nay, but we 
found our fathers doing 
thus (what we do)." 
  
He said: "Do ye then see 
whom ye have been 
worshipping,- 
  
"Ye and your fathers 
before you?- 
  
"For they are enemies to 
me…. 

16-18 
And (We also saved) 
Abraham: behold, he said 
to his people, "Serve Allah 
and fear Him: that will be 
best for you- If ye 
understand! 
  
"For ye do worship idols 
besides Allah, and ye 
invent falsehood. The 
things that ye worship 
besides Allah have no 
power to give you 
sustenance: then seek ye 
sustenance from Allah, 
serve Him, and be grateful 
to Him: to Him will be 
your return. 
  
"And if ye reject (the 
Message), so did 
generations before you: 
and the duty of the 
messenger is only to 
preach publicly (and 
clearly)." 
  

 

85-90 
Behold! he said to his 
father and to his people, 
"What is that which ye 
worship? 
  
"Is it a falsehood- gods 
other than Allah- that ye 
desire? 
  
"Then what is your idea 
about the Lord of the 
worlds?" 
  
Then did he cast a glance 
at the Stars. 
  
And he said, "I am indeed 
sick (at heart)!" 
  
So they turned away from 
him, and departed. 

 

26-27 
Behold! Abraham said to 
his father and his people: 
"I do indeed clear myself 
of what ye worship: 
  
"(I worship) only Him 
Who made me, and He 
will certainly guide me." 

4 
There is for you an 
excellent example (to 
follow) in Abraham and 
those with him, when they 
said to their people: "We 
are clear of you and of 
whatever ye worship 
besides Allah: we have 
rejected you, and there 
has arisen, between us 
and you, enmity and 
hatred for ever,- unless ye 
believe in Allah and Him 
alone": But not when 
Abraham said to his 
father: "I will pray for 
forgiveness for thee, 
though I have no power 
(to get) aught on thy 
behalf from Allah." (They 
prayed): "Our Lord! in 
Thee do we trust, and to 
Thee do we turn in 
repentance: to Thee is 
(our) Final Goal. 

 

Smashing the idols 58 
So he broke them to 
pieces, (all) but the 
biggest of them, that they 
might turn (and address 
themselves) to it. 

 
 
 
 

 91-93 
Then did he turn to their 
gods and said, "will ye not 
eat (of the offerings before 
you)?... 
  
"What is the matter with 
you that ye speak not 
(intelligently)?" 
  
Then did he turn upon 

  

                                                           
1
 The account in Ash-Shuara continues until 104, but the second part is more a declaration of the Greatness of Allah. It shifts from being an account to a praise in verse 77. 



them, striking (them) with 
the right hand. 
 

Court 59-67 
They said, "Who has done 
this to our gods? He must 
indeed be some man of 
impiety!" 
 
They said, "We heard a 
youth talk of them: He is 
called Abraham." 
 
They said, "Then bring 
him before the eyes of the 
people, that they may bear 
witness." 
 
They said, "Art thou the 
one that did this with our 
gods, O Abraham?" 
 
He said: "Nay, this was 
done by - this is their 
biggest one! ask them, if 
they can speak 
intelligently!" 
 
So they turned to 
themselves and said, 
"Surely ye are the ones in 
the wrong!" 
 
Then were they 
confounded with shame: 
(they said), "Thou 
knowest full well that 
these (idols) do not 
speak!" 
 
(Abraham) said, "Do ye 
then worship, besides 
Allah, things that can 
neither be of any good to 
you nor do you harm? 
 
"Fie upon you, and upon 
the things that ye worship 

  94-96 
Then came (the 
worshippers) with hurried 
steps, and faced (him). 
  
He said: "Worship ye that 
which ye have 
(yourselves) carved? 
  
"But Allah has created you 
and your handwork!" 

 

  



besides Allah! Have ye no 
sense?".. 

Punishment 68 
They said, "Burn him and 
protect your gods, If ye do 
(anything at all)!" 

 

 24 
So naught was the answer 
of (Abraham's) people 
except that they said: 
"Slay him or burn him."…. 

97 
They said, "Build him a 
furnace, and throw him 
into the blazing fire!" 

 

  

Saved by Allah 69 
We said, "O Fire! be thou 
cool, and (a means of) 
safety for Abraham!" 

 

 24-25 
….But Allah did save him 
from the Fire. Verily in 
this are Signs for people 
who believe. 
  
And he said: "For you, ye 
have taken (for worship) 
idols besides Allah, out of 
mutual love and regard 
between yourselves in this 
life; but on the Day of 
Judgment ye shall disown 
each other and curse each 
other: and your abode will 
be the Fire, and ye shall 
have none to help." 

   

The idolaters 
planning against 
Abraham 

70 
Then they sought a 
stratagem against him: 
but We made them the 
ones that lost most! 

  98 
(This failing), they then 
sought a stratagem 
against him, but We made 
them the ones most 
humiliated! 

 

  

Abraham leaving the 
land 

71 
But We delivered him and 
(his nephew) Lut (and 
directed them) to the land 
which We have blessed for 
the nations. 

     

 


